
Alumni Association of
Fordson High School
P.O. Box 1382
D e a r b or n ,  M I  4 8121

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E DR E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Pa
ul 

Ha
nc

oc
k, 

Di
vis

ion
 1 
Sta

te 
W
res

tlin
g C

ha
mp

ion



FORDSON A L U M NU S
Volume 21, Number 2, Spring, 2009

Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h  S ch ool
P .O . B ox  1 3 8 2

D e ar b or n,  M I  4 8 1 2 1

The Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h School, found ed  
N ov emb er  12 , 198 7, is a nonpr ofit or g aniz ation commemor ating  all 
F or d son H ig h School alumni, faculty  and  stud ents. The B oar d  of 
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

P AS T  P R E S I D E N T S
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

B O AR D  O F  G O V E R N O R S
P r esid ent - R ud ah S ag h ir

Secr etar y  - M aur e e n E w ase k
Tr easur er  - D anie l B itar
E d itor  - B ar b ar a O ’ B r ie n

W eb  Master  - R ich ar d  Ab d ullah
R alph B ach
J anet D oty

J im G authier
Matt L uk asiew icz

Amer  B ey d oun
K ar en D r ug acz
P at (P atr icia) H ack ett
G anelle Shooshanian

The F or d son Alumnus, an official pub lication of the Alumni 
Association of F or d son H ig h School, inv ites cor r espond ence and  

sug g estions fr om F or d son Alumni and  fr iend s.
V isit our  w eb site at: www.fordsonalumni.org

N or b er t K ar mann (D eceased ), 198 7 - 198 9
Mar y  J ar v is (D eceased ), 198 9 - 1992

G r eg  P alk a, 1992  - 1996
J oel H ur ley , 1996  - 1999
O scar  N unez , 1999 - 2 0 0 3

J anet N unez  D oty , 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 6
C U R R E N T  P R E S I D E N T

R ud ah Sag hir , 2 0 0 6  -



**********************************************************************
A l u mn i ar e i n v i t e d t o at t e n d t h e 7th A n n u al F o r d s o n
R e n ai s s an c e F e s t i v al o n M ay 28 f r o m 1 1 :3 0 a.m. t o 2:1 5
p.m. S t u d e n t s f r o m man y c l as s e s w i l l b e par t i c i pat i n g
an d w o u l d l o v e an appr e c i at i v e au d i e n c e . Y o u ar e
i n v i t e d t o w e ar pe r i o d d r e s s i f y o u c h o o s e ! B r i n g y o u r
c ame r as an d e n j o y t h e ac t i v i t i e s o n t h e f r o n t l aw n n e ar
t h e au d i t o r i u m.
**********************************************************************

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  B O AR D  O F  
G O V E R N O R S  O F  T H E  AL U M N I  
AS S O C I AT I O N

M s. D iane P r ie ur , E ng lish teacher ,
r eceiv ed $50 0 for costumes, etc. for the
R enaissance F estiv al in May . The 2 0 0 8
festiv al w as featur ed in a pr ev ious issue of
The A l u m n u s .

12 1

**********************************************************************
* F or th e fir st time , this B oar d r eceiv ed a numb er of r eq uests
fr om teacher s at F or d son ask ing for fund ing of v ar ious pr oj ects to
b etter stud ent ex per iences. At our F eb r uar y 16 meeting , M ath
C oor d inator Je ff C onw ay and Social Stud ies teacher Joh n
F or ste r r eq uested some hig h tech eq uipment to incr ease classr oom
lear ning . Mr . C onw ay ask ed for fund ing of a P r omethean B oar d for
a Mathematics classr oom, and Mr . F or ster ask ed for fund ing of a
D ata P r oj ector . Mr . C onw ay ’ s d escr iption of the P r omethean B oar d
follow s:
“The P r omethean B oar d is an inter activ e w hite b oar d that, for those
of us that hav e g r ow n up in ed ucation, can b e thoug ht of as the nex t
g ener ation of chalk b oar d . It has the ab ility to allow the user to
inter act d ir ectly w ith a computer , includ ing v isiting inter net sites,
impor ting and str eaming v id eo and aud io, and d isplay P ow er P oint
and other pr esentation sty le lessons. The P r ometheans b oar d ’ s
v isual d isplay comes thr oug h a ceiling mounted d ata pr oj ector



w hich is connected to the teacher ’ s classr oom computer . In the
F or d son Math D epar tment, thr ee r ooms cur r ently hav e P r omethean
B oar d s - r oom A2 2 0 (Mr . C had i F ar hat), r oom A2 2 1 (Mr s. N ad a
Moussa) and r oom A2 10 (Mr . Michael D ick s). Althoug h this is a
new technolog y at F or d son (the b oar d s hav e all b een installed in
the past y ear ), initial d ata d oes show an incr ease in stud ent
achiev ement in r ooms w her e the b oar d is pr esent. The F H S Alumni
Association has d onated found s for a four th P r omethean B oar d to
b e installed und er the cond ition that the school match their
d onation and b uy a fifth. Those tw o new b oar d s w ill b e installed in
r oom A2 18 (Mr s. R oula Al Mouab b i) and r oom A2 16 (Mr . Michael
G othr o) a.s.a.p., hopefully ov er spr ing b r eak (Apr il 9- 2 0 ).”

2 11

Mr. Chadi Farhat with students, Ghada Mustapha and Abdallah 
Alhaj ahm ad, dem o nstrating  the P ro m ethean B o ard during  Calc ulus c lass
The D ata P r oj ector r eq uested b y Mr . F or ster w ill allow him to use
many of the mater ials av ailab le thr oug h the inter net and thr oug h
v ar ious collections w hich can b e pr oj ected fr om his computer onto
a scr een. These can tr uly enhance cour se w or k and enr ich the
lear ning of stud ents.



F ollow ing the pr esentation of r eq uests, the B oar d ad j our ned to
r oom A2 2 0 w her e Math teacher , M r . C h ad i F ar h at, taug ht us a
hand s-on lesson using g r aphing calculator s. H e pr oj ected a pictur e
of the calculator and a g r aphing pr ob lem. B oar d memb er s w or k ed
on the pr ob lem w hile Mr . F ar hat d ir ected , using his computer .
F or tunately , w e w er e not tested !
The B oar d appr ov ed a total of $6 378 .0 0 for b oth r eq uests w ith the
cod icil that the fund s for the P r omethean B oar d b e matched b y the
school ad ministr ation. That challeng e w as met. Mr . C onw ay
inv ites Alumni to v isit a Math classr oom and see the P r omethean
B oar d in action. If y ou ar e inter ested , please contact him at the
school.
Incid entally , cong r atulations to Mr . F or ster and his w ife on the
r ecent b ir th of their second son!
•T h e B oar d ap p r ov e d tw o ad d itional r eq uests at the Apr il 2 0
meeting . M s. S onia B e y d oun, W or ld H istor y teacher , pr esented
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meeting . M s. S onia B e y d oun, W or ld H istor y teacher , pr esented
infor mation ab out a pr oj ect called L ink C r ew . The pr og r am,
cur r ently in place at b oth D ear b or n H ig h and E d sel F or d H ig h,
eases the tr ansition of 9th g r ad er s to the hig h school. This coming
fall 116 lead er s fr om F or d son’ s elev enth and tw elfth g r ad es w ill b e
link ed to six to eig ht fr eshmen each. L ead er s w ill b e av ailab le for
an or ientation pr og r am and to assist w ith q uestions and need ed
d ir ections. Ms. B ey d oun r eq uested $150 0 .0 0 for t-shir ts that w ill
help id entify lead er s and for costs associated w ith opening d ay
activ ities. The B oar d ’ s appr ov al includ ed tw o r eq uests; the shir ts
should includ e infor mation that the Association pr ov id ed fund ing
and that w e w ish to hav e a follow -up r eg ar d ing the success of the
pr og r am at the other hig h schools. The final d esig n is y et to b e
d ecid ed .
I n oth e r B oar d ne w s, W eb master R ich ar d Ab d ullah is
inv estig ating the possib ility of ar r ang ing for cr ed it car d pay ment of
memb er ship d ues on line.



O ne d ay , my counselor , Mr . H ar v ey Smith, ask ed me w hat I
planned to d o? I said I d id n’ t k now . H e ask ed if I had thoug ht
ab out colleg e. I thoug ht that b eing on the Ind ustr ial pr og r am mad e
this impossib le. B ut he said I could g o to the C ommunity C olleg e
and mak e up the missing math and chemistr y cr ed its and ear n an
Associate D eg r ee if I w ished . W ithout that sug g estion, my life may
hav e tak en another tur n, oso I w ant to ad d counselor s to those w ho
w er e the contr ib utor s to my ev entual successes.
Ar med w ith those d aily d oses of infor mation Messr s. B r aw ley , F ell,
C har lick , R ing elspaug h, H ill and other s, her e I w as g r ad uated !
H er e I w as w ith a d ir ection and a plan. It seemed now that I w as in
colleg e, and hav ing an ind ustr ial b ack g r ound fr om hig h school, that
I should tak e up eng ineer ing . So it w as, ex cept for an instr uctor
named N or man L aw s. H e thoug ht that I w ould lik e teaching , B ut
it w as Mr . B illiet, my counselor , w ho sug g ested something I had n’ t
hear d of. It w as called a co-op pr og r am and allow ed me to g o to
school nine months, and to w or k nine months. Thus I star ted at the
F or d Motor C ompany , and upon g r ad uation fr om H enr y F or d

( L  to  R )  B arb O ’ B rien, Ganelle 
S ho o shanian

( L  to  R )  P at H ac k ett, R alph 
B ac h

P h otos fr om Ap r il 2 0 0 9  B oar d  M e e ting
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Association D ue s:
This is a r emind er that Association d ues ar e now in effect fr om
J anuar y thr oug h D ecemb er . If y ou for g ot to send us a check for
$15 for 2 0 0 9, please d o so as soon as possib le. O ur memb er ship
numb er s ar e d ow n.
I n M e mor iam:
W e ex tend our sy mpathy to the family and fr iend s of r etir ed faculty
memb er J. W alte r C ur r an w ho passed aw ay this last D ecemb er .
Mr . C ur r an taug ht Social Stud ies for many y ear s.

F or d Motor C ompany , and upon g r ad uation fr om H enr y F or d
C ommunity C olleg e, w as hir ed . B ut the influence of N or man L aw s
continued and nig ht school at W ay ne State Univ er sity pr oceed ed .
Thus, thr oug h the car ing inter est of teacher s, counselor , and the
encour ag ement of par ents, tw o car eer s w er e for g ed . F ir st as a
d r aftsman and later eng ineer w ith the F or d Motor C ompany , and
then as an instr uctor at H enr y F or d C ommunity C olleg e.
L ittle d id I k now w her e those b ells w er e lead ing me and little d id I
k now how much of a univ er sity F or d son alr ead y w as … and still
is! ”
(This ar ticle is another in a ser ies pr ov id ed to us b y H ank
C z er w ick . It w as w r itten in J anuar y , 2 0 0 3.)

( L  to  R )  K aren D rug ac z , 
R ic hard Abdullah

( L  to  R )  R udah S ag hir, 
Maureen E wasek , D aniel B itar, 
S o nia B ey do un ( Fo rdso n W o rld 

H isto ry  T eac her)
N o t pic tured:  J anet D o ty  and J im  Gauthier



My thoug hts g o b ack to my homer oom of almost fifty y ear s ag o
and the b ell that sig nalled the chang e of classes. W e steamed out
into the hallw ay s and maneuv er ed thr oug h the cr ow d s of other
stud ents, fir st to our lock er s, then onto our classes. I k new not then
w ho I w as ming ling w ith in those hallw ay s. Ther e w er e the futur e
captains of science and the cur er s of illness. The ed ucator s of our
child r en and g r and child r en. Ther e w er e the stew ar d s of our
political sy stem. O ne w as the futur e pr incipal of my d aug hter ’ s
elementar y school, another the pr esid ent of my colleg e.
B ut then, the achiev ements of my self, and my then schoolmates,
had y et to b e d efined b y the incr emental contr ib utions of the
teacher s w aiting in the nex t r oom and the b ell that w ould sig nal the
b eg inning s of our collectiv e futur es!
N ow a teacher my self, on occasion, I look upon the faces of the
stud ents in my classr oom, and I tr y to set them at ease, telling them
of the y et unk now n oppor tunities that lie ahead . I tell them that any
successes that life b estow ed upon me I ow e to my d ad , then to my

N E W S F R O M T H E H I G H S C H O O L

* C ov e r S tor y : P aul H ancock , S tate W r e stling C h amp ion
“The senior capped one of the g r eatest pr ep w r estling car eer s
D ear b or n ha ev er seen Satur d ay (3/14/0 9) w hen he w on the g old
med al at 135 pound s at D iv ision 1 Ind iv id ual F inals at the P alace of
Aub ur n H ills.” ( P r es s a n d G u i d e, S p o r t s , “F or d son state champion
H ancock lead s local matmen at main ev ent” b y Scott Salow ich)
P aul capped a r emar k ab le car eer w ith a total of 2 2 0 w ins and 16
losses, setting a r ecor d of 55-1 this y ear . P aul honor ed his late
coach, J on Smuk , w ho suffer ed a fatal hear t attack at the 2 0 0 7 state
finals. P aul has r eceiv ed a cong r essional appointment to attend the
U. S. Militar y Acad emy at W est P oint. The Alumni Association is
pr oud to hig hlig ht the accomplishments of this fine y oung man and
w ish him w ell in the futur e.

•In a pr ev ious issue of the P r es s a n d G u i d e, Senior N ad ia R ae S ion
is pictur ed r eceiv ing the thir d annual H ug h M. Ar cher Memor ial
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successes that life b estow ed upon me I ow e to my d ad , then to my
teacher s at W ood w or th J unior H ig h, F or d son H ig h, and H enr y F or d
C ommunity C olleg e. I tell them that I w as w her e they ar e, and if
H enr y F or d C ommunity C olleg e d id all r ig ht b y me, it also can d o
all r ig ht b y them. E v er y thing that I need ed to k now ab out
citiz enship, par enthood , and mak ing a liv elihood w as lear ned fr om
these sour ces.
O n g r ad uation d ay J une 1954, as commencement ex er cises
conclud ed , I head ed b ack to the stad ium seats w her e my family w as
w aiting . My d ad stepped ahead of other family memb er s, ex tend ed
b oth hand s g r ipping my r ig ht elb ow w ith his left hand , and w ith his
r ig ht g av e me a fir m hand shak e and said ‘ C ong r atulations son, I’ m
pr oud of y ou! ’ It w as the fir st time he ev er d id that and sud d enly I
felt as if he b estow ed upon me a d iffer ent status. Almost one of
eq uality w ith his achiev ements, w hich d id not includ e g r ad uation
fr om a hig h school, b ut w er e nonetheless q uite for mid ab le. F or that
b r ief moment I felt a tw ing e of ad ulthood . B ut that w as still a long
w ay off, and the lessons at F or d son w ould hav e to b e put to the test!

is pictur ed r eceiv ing the thir d annual H ug h M. Ar cher Memor ial
Scholar ship pr esented b y the D ear b or n R otar y C lub . R otar ian T im
R ich ar d s pr esented a $2 50 0 check to N ad ia. H e commented on the
d ifficulty of choosing fr om among thir ty outstand ing applicants,
b ut felt that “…N ad ia stood out w ith her mor e than 8 0 0 hour s of
community ser v ice, hig h acad emic achiev ement and numer ous
stud ent activ ities.” N ad ia w as accompanied at the aw ar d cer emony
b y her teacher and mentor , Amir a K asse m and her counselor , R ay
P iz z ino.

S p or ts H ig h lig h ts:
The Apr il 15, 2 0 0 9 issue of the P r es s a n d G u i d e names play er s
honor ed w ith the title of D ear b or n All-C ity b ask etb all play er s.
N amed to the fir st team w as j unior B aq ue r S ay e d and senior
Jamal W illiams. B oth play er s ear ned All-L eag ue honor s in the
W hite D iv ision of the Meg a L eag ue. D ar aoun M ash r ah , also a
senior , w as named to the second team.



That same issue named the All-Ar ea W r estling Team. H asse n
B e r r y , P aul H ancock , Jab r e e l N ase r and L aw r e nce Z e id an all
r epr esented F or d son on that team. Senior H assen B er r y (171 pound
w eig ht class) amassed a r ecor d of 47-7 and placed second in
d istr ict and fir st in r eg ional competition. Senior J ab r eel N asser
(18 9 pound w eig ht class) finished w ith a r ecor d of 49-7. H e
q ualified for the state meet for the second time in his thr ee y ear s of
v ar sity w r estling . Another senior , L aw r ence Z eid an, (16 0 pound
w eig ht class) competed for tw o y ear s at the v ar sity lev el and w on
the leag ue title this y ear .
Social Stud ies teacher Je ff D e lG uid ice w as r ecently appointed
F or d son' s B oy s' Athletic D ir ector . H e follow s C huck Silv er w ho is
now an assistant pr incipal in the b uild ing . J eff had a thir teen
y ear car eer as v ar sity b ask etb all coach follow ing 4-5 y ear s as
assistant coach. Sev en of his last teams ear ned Acad emic All-State
H onor ab le Mention. W hen ask ed ab out his g oals for the position,
J eff r espond ed that he hopes to maintain a b alance w ith competitiv e
teams w hile continuing to str ess the impor tance of

G uy D elG uid ice, J eff' s father , has b een a fix tur e in local b ask etb all
for many y ear s. H e r etur ned to coach F or d son' s g ir ls' b ask etb all
last y ear . O ur thank s to b oth men for their d ed ication to the
school. G ood luck in y our new position, J eff!
Alumnus B r ian M osallam w as r ecently elected to the D ear b or n
R ecr eation D epar tment' s H all of F ame. W hile at F or d son B r ian
ser v ed as pr esid ent of his class. H e w as an outstand ing stud ent as
w ell as athlete. H is footb all car eer continued w hile a stud ent at
Michig an State Univ er sity . H e is a pr oud g r ad uate of F or d son and
MSU.
AL U M N I N E W S :

R etir ed Ar t teacher M onica L e aning send s w or d that an ar ticle
ab out her w or k . “Z ig z ag B ook ” has b een includ ed in the
pub lication B o u n d a n d L et t er ed . This is the second time Mr s.
L eaning has b een pub lished . C ong r atulations!
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J ef f  D elGuidic e in f ro nt o f  his o f f ic e at Fo rdso n H ig h S c ho o l

teams w hile continuing to str ess the impor tance of
acad emics. Math teacher C h ad i F ar h at w ill assume the position
of head coach; he has b een coaching the fr eshmen team for the past
fiv e to six y ear s.

*********************C lass R e unions********************
I s y our class ce le b r ating a r e union th is y e ar ? W ould y ou lik e to
h av e infor mation and p ictur e s includ e d in th e A lumnus? W e
w e lcome y our contr ib utions to our p ub lication. W e w ould b e
h ap p y to p ub lish cur r e nt p ictur e s or some fr om y our h ig h
sch ool d ay s. W r itte n me mor ie s y ou w ould lik e to sh ar e ar e
w e lcome , too! C ontact th e e d itor at B ae ob @ aol.com B e sur e
to id e ntify th at it is for th e A lumnus in th e sub j e ct ar e a.
******************************************************

N av ig ating  th e  H alls of  D e stiny
b y  H ank  C z er w ick

C lass of 1954
“J anuar y  2 0 0 3, and  once ag ain, I’ m d r iv ing  past the most imposing  
ar chitectur al str uctur e on F or d  R oad , F or d son H ig h School.  I tur n 
to Mar lene, my  w ife of 45 y ear s, and  say , ‘ If somed ay  it isn’ t a hig h 
school, it w ould  still mak e a g r eat univ er sity ! ’   


