
Alumni Association of
Fordson High School
P.O. Box 1382
D e a r b or n ,  M I  4 8121

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E DR E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Fo
rd
son

 R
en
ais

san
ce 

Fe
sti
va
l, M

ay
 28

, 2
00
9



FORDSON A L U M NU S
Volume 21, Number 3, Summer, 2009

Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h  S ch ool
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The Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h School, found ed  
N ov emb er  12 , 1987, is a nonpr ofit or g aniz ation commemor ating  all 
F or d son H ig h School alumni, faculty  and  stud ents. The B oar d  of 
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

P AS T  P R E S I D E N T S
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

B O AR D  O F  G O V E R N O R S
Pr esid ent - R ud ah S ag h ir

Secr etar y  - M aur e e n E w ase k
Tr easur er  - D anie l B itar
E d itor  - B ar b ar a O ’ B r ie n

W eb  Master  - R ich ar d  Ab d ullah
R alph B ach

K ar en D r ug acz
Pat ( Patr icia) H ack ett

J anet D oty
J im G authier
G anelle Shooshanian

The F or d son Alumnus, an official pub lication of the Alumni 
Association of F or d son H ig h School, inv ites cor r espond ence and  

sug g estions fr om F or d son Alumni and  fr iend s.
V isit our  w eb site at: www.fordsonalumni.org

N or b er t K ar mann ( D eceased ), 1987 - 1989
Mar y  J ar v is ( D eceased ), 1989 - 1992

G r eg  Palk a, 1992  - 1996
J oel H ur ley , 1996 - 1999
O scar  N unez , 1999 - 2 003

J anet N unez  D oty , 2 003 - 2 006
C U R R E N T  P R E S I D E N T

R ud ah Sag hir , 2 006 -



H eig hts. K er r y completed her cer tification as a teacher this past
spr ing . B est w ishes to the couple!
N E W S F R O M T H E H I G H S C H O O L
O n May 2 9, stud ents fr om the Class of 2 009 assemb led in the
aud itor ium for the annual H onor s Conv ocation. Thr ee hund r ed
nineteen stud ents w er e elig ib le for aw ar d s includ ing r ecog nition
fr om the v ar ious d epar tments in the school as w ell as r ecog nition
for ov er all acad emic ex cellence. Special Aw ar d s includ ed the F leur
d e L is Aw ar d , the G eor g e T. Mar tin Tr ophy , the Pr incipal’s Aw ar d ,

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  B O AR D  O F  
G O V E R N O R S  O F  T H E  AL U M N I  
AS S O C I AT I O N

Cong r atulations ar e in or d er for Tr easur er
D an B itar upon the occasion of his r ecent
mar r iag e to K e r r y S e r e mak . D an and
K er r y ar e b oth F or d son g r ad uates; D an is an
attor ney w ith a pr actice in D ear b or n
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d e L is Aw ar d , the G eor g e T. Mar tin Tr ophy , the Pr incipal’s Aw ar d ,
and the Tow er Aw ar d .
C omme nce me nt E x e r cise s for th e C lass of 2 0 0 9 w e r e h e ld on
S atur d ay , J une 6. The follow ing infor mation comes fr om the
g r ad uation pr og r am. Any c h a ng e s t h a t o c c u r r e d a f t e r J u ne 4 a r e
no t r e f l e c t e d i n t h i s d a t a .
Sev en hund r ed sev enty -eig ht stud ents ar e memb er s of the Class of
2 009. O f that numb er , six w er e J anuar y g r ad uates and eig hty ar e
ex pected to complete their r eq uir ements and ear n their d iplomas in
Aug ust.

2 0 0 9  H O N O R  G R AD U AT E S

V AL E D I C T O R I AN S
Z e inab S ag h ir : G PA 4.452 4
Z einab w ill attend W ay ne State U niv er sity , maj or ing in B iolog y .
H er car eer g oal is to b ecome a med ical d octor . W hile at F or d son



she par ticipated in the N ational H onor Society , O ne Club , L ead er s
of Tomor r ow , Inter national Club , F ed er al R eser v e Team, Ar ab
Stud ents U nion, V oter R eg istr ation Committee, R ed Cr oss B lood
D r iv e, Stud ent Cong r ess and the Pr e-med Society .
Ali Z r e ik : G PA 4.452 4
Ali w ill attend the U niv er sity of Michig an, Ann Ar b or w ith a maj or
in B iochemistr y w ith a car eer g oal of b ecoming a med ical d octor .
W hile at F or d son Ali par ticipated in the H istor y Club , N ational
H onor Society , K ey Club , O ne Club , Soccer Team, Inter national
Club , Pr e-med Society , Tr ack , and Stud ent Council in g r ad es 9 and
10.
S AL U T AT O R I AN
Z e inab Ali S aad : G PA 4.4405
Z einab w ill attend W ay ne State U niv er sity w ith a car eer g oal of
b ecoming a phar macist. H er maj or s w ill b e L ib er al Ar ts and
Sciences. She par ticipated in the H istor y Club , E nv ir onmental
Club , K ey Club , N ational H onor Society , L ead er s of Tomor r ow ,
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Club , K ey Club , N ational H onor Society , L ead er s of Tomor r ow ,
O ne Club , and softb all and tennis as a ninth g r ad er .
O T H E R N O T AB L E S

E ar ning H ig hest H onor s w ith cumulativ e g r ad e point
av er ag es of 3.8 and g r eater : 79 stud ents
E ar ning H ig h H onor s w ith cumulativ e g r ad e point av er ag es
of 3.5-3.79: 69 stud ents
E ar ning H onor s w ith cumulativ e g r ad e point av er ag es of
3.0-3.49: 101 stud ents

T H E AL U M N I AS S O C I AT I O N S AL U T E S T H E G R AD U AT E S
AN D I N V I T E S T H E M T O B E C O M E M E M B E R S !



D E AR B O R N H O M E C O M I N G
H omecoming is sched uled for Aug ust 7, 8 and 9 at F or d F ield .
F or d son’s r eunion d ay is Sund ay , Aug ust 9 at the picnic g r ound s.
The Alumni Association w ill hav e a b ooth near the picnic ar ea.
L ook for us and stop b y and say hello! W e w ill hav e some F or d son
memor ab ilia for sale w ith all pr ofits g oing tow ar d pr oj ects for
stud ents. Please encour ag e y our fr iend s to j oin the or g aniz ation
that d ay ; they w ill r eceiv e a small g ift as thank s.
C lass R e unions:
The J anuar y C lass of 1 9 4 2 w ill hold a 67-y ear r eunion at the
D ear b or n Inn on Aug ust 8. Call Mar y D el V ecchia D e Poli at 313-
336-312 8 or Ir ene Mr k v a H lav aty at 810-748-9445 for d etails.
The C lass of 1 9 64 w ill hold its 45-y ear r eunion Aug ust 8 at
Amer ican L eg ion Post 2 32 in D ear b or n H eig hts. To lear n mor e,
contact Sy lv ia Sk elton at silly 102 1@ comcast.net or Car ol
L aw r ence at 313-336-7491.
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AL U M N I N E W S

W illiam B r ehm, ’47 continues his g ener osity tow ar d y oung people
fr om F or d son w ith scholar ship aw ar d s to the U niv er sity of
Michig an, Ann Ar b or . Memb er s of the Class of 2 009 r eceiv ing
B r ehm Scholar ships ar e R e ne e G ar cia, D av id H aid ar , G h ad a
M ustap h a, J ab e r S aad and N ad ia S ion. Cong r atulations to the
g r ad uates!
W e’r e happy to note that r ecipients of tw o B r ehm scholar ships
aw ar d ed thr oug h E aster n Michig an U niv er sity hav e many ties to
F or d son H ig h. J oni and K ase y H ar h old , scholar ship r ecipients,
ar e the d aug hter s of F or d son alumna T affy Ab e d H ar h old , the
g r and d aug hter s of alumni T aft Ab e d and the late J oan S h oe mak e r
Ab e d , and g r eat nieces of C or inne S h oe mak e r W alsh . The list of
this family ’s F or d son g r ad s continues into the nex t tw o g ener ations!



P aul Ab b ott w as nominated for a PAG E Aw ar d for O utstand ing
Achiev ement in Music D ir ection for “H ig h School Musical”, a
pr od uction of the City of D ear b or n R ecr eation D epar tment.
( D ear b or n Pr ess and G uid e, 5/13/09)

~
“ F r om a G uy of th e C lass of 1 9 5 4 :
It w as a g ood y ear ; I, Ter r y A. Coffey - w ent a y ear to D ear b or n
Community Colleg e, w ent four y ear s to K or ea ( Coast G uar d –
land ing off Inchon H ar b or , Py ong uan ( sic) – saw a lot of
‘incoming ’. Captur ed thr ee months – r eleased – spent some time in
Tok y o – met D oug las McAr thur – met H ST ( H ar r y S. Tr uman) –( a
nice g uy – Mr . Pr es). G ot a couple d ecor ations –
R espectfully , F or d son – The G r eatest! ! ! ! !
L T J G T e r r y A. C offe y
B y appointment B M3 Str ik er ”
A L e tte r fr om a M e mb e r of th e C lass of 1 9 3 6: (L to R) David Berry ('58), Alan Sareini ('83), Richard Abdullah ('83), Rich 
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A L e tte r fr om a M e mb e r of th e C lass of 1 9 3 6:

“1/2 0/09
F or d son Alumni Association
My maid en name w as ‘D or othy Mitchell’. I am now a 91 y ear old
w oman w ho still r ememb er s how ex cited I w as w hen I enter ed
F or d son H ig h in the sev enth g r ad e. 6 y ear s later I g r ad uated in the
J an. Class of 1936.
In Apr il 1936 I mar r ied W alter H osmer w ho g r ad uated fr om
F or d son in 1932 . W e had 4 child r en, 9 g r and child r en and 19 g r eat
g r and child r en. O ne g r eat-g r and son w ho is now in Alab ama, and
another w ho w ill b e attend ing Mich. State in the fall.
D ur ing the y ear s of attend ing F or d son ther e w as 7 of us g als w ho
hung out tog ether . After w e g r ad uated w e stay ed in touch, In fact
w e took tur ns ev er y couple of months hav ing g et-tog ether s at each
other s home. That w ent on for y ear s until passing aw ay b eg an; the

AB O U T Y O U R M E M B E R S H I P
The B oar d of the Alumni Association w ould lik e cur r ent and
pr ospectiv e memb er s to b e aw ar e of the follow ing :
• The association is a non-pr ofit or g aniz ation; w hen no g ood s or
ser v ices ar e r eceiv ed in ex chang e, d onations ar e tax d ed uctib le.
• Annual d ues ar e inclusiv e for the per iod of J anuar y 1 thr oug h
D ecemb er 31 of each y ear .
• Memb er ship d oes not r eq uir e attend ance at meeting s. The B oar d
meets on a r eg ular b asis and memb er s ar e infor med of actions
thr oug h the pub lication, T h e Al u m nu s , w hich is mailed to activ e
memb er s thr ee to four times each y ear .
• Memb er ship d ues and g ifts ar e used to assist F or d son stud ents
and teacher s w ho r eq uest fund ing for special pr oj ects that b enefit
stud ents.

(L to R) David Berry ('58), Alan Sareini ('83), Richard Abdullah ('83), Rich 
Abdullah ('57 ), Don U nis  ('57 ), G eorg e H art ('4 5)



F or d son ‘ G r ad uate ’ S ch ool b y R ich ar d Ab d ullah (1 9 8 3 )

W eek d ay s d ur ing the mid after noon and ear ly ev ening and Sund ay
mor ning s a g ather ing of F or d son Alumni occur s at the Tim
H or ton’s in D ear b or n on G r eenfield b etw een R otund a and
Michig an. It is common to see F or d son g r ad uates fr om the ‘40s,
‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s among st this g r oup. Simple
ar ithmetic on these d ecad es pr ov id es an estimate of the fr iend ship
d ur ations.
N o topics or g ossip ar e off limits and some ar e ig nited w ith the
stor ies on the cr umpled new spaper s on the tab le. Any one look ing
for an opinion w ill find many v ar y ing ones w hether they lik e it or
not. L aug hter is ab und ant and it is easy to b ecome v ictim of lig ht
hear ted teasing . W hen the conv er sations or laug hter b ecome loud ,
onlook er s may shak e their head and laug h at F or d son g r ad uates and
think , ‘I w ish I w ent to school w ith this silly b unch! ’

last one w as in 2 006. Ther e is only tw o of us left, me and G lad y s
B iestek . Y ou mig ht r ememb er her as she after colleg e b ecame a
teacher at F or d son, and w as activ e in the alumni. I sur e w ould b e
inter ested to k now j ust how many of the class of ’36 is left.
Also if b y any r emote chance ther e is 74 y ear r eunion planned . If
so please let me k now , and w ill hav e my son b r ing me.
Thank y ou v er y much for r ead ing my letter . G od B less y ou,
D or oth y H osme r

p.s. B y the w ay for g ot to tell y ou my mar r iag e to W alter lasted 56
y ear s b efor e he passed aw ay fr om cancer .”
A R e q ue st for Alumni:

“J anuar y 2 9, 2 009
D ear F or d son Alumni Association: If y ou can help find a 1935
g r ad uate fr om F or d son hig h school w ith the initials of SJ K . I hav e
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g r ad uate fr om F or d son hig h school w ith the initials of SJ K . I hav e
found a class r ing ( man’s R ing ) fr om this g r ad uating y ear , and
w ould lik e to r etur n it to his family . I hav e only tr ied on my ow n to
find a name ( w ith no luck to me.) If y ou can assist me in any w ay
this w ould b e v er y helpful.
Annette M. Collur a, F enton, MI
I w anted to find this family for ov er 8 y ear s.”
T h e e d i t o r h a s t h e f u l l o f a d d r e s s o f M r s . C o l l u r a i f yo u s h o u l d b e
a b l e t o h e l p . C o nt a c t m e a t B a e o b @ a o l .c o m a nd m e nt i o n t h e r i ng
i n t h e a d d r e s s s e c t i o n. T h a nk s !
I n M e mor iam:
C.P. B er b ec of San Antonio, Tex as
J ohn S. K emp of Por t Char lotte, F lor id a

(L to R) Louie M ous s a ('7 3), J erry N as s ar ('58), J im m y Berry ('6 6 ), Ruda 
Sag hir ('9 2 ), Salah H om ayed (F ords on P arent)



The F or sd on H ig h School ar chitectur e pr ov id es an histor ic
b ack d r op for the festiv al and stud ents show ed ex ceptional
cr eativ ity in their d esig n of per iod costumes, her ald ic shield s, and
r esear ch paper w r iting . The R enaissance F estiv al w ould not b e as
inter esting or inter activ e w ithout the incr ed ib le suppor t of the
F or d son Alumni Association.

M s .  Diane P rieur and s tudent f es tival org aniz er Z ainab H am m oud

2 0 0 9  W inning  Shield

F or d son R e naissance F e stiv al
b y D iane P r ie ur

The 7th annual F or d son R enaissance F estiv al is
a par t of an ex citing tr ad ition. O n May 2 8,
2 009, almost 2 00 stud ents par ticipated in an
E liz ab ethan F east, med iev al j ousting ( w ith
d ecor ated w ag ons), ax thr ow ing , a coats-of-
ar ms contest, ar m w r estling competition,
Shak espear ean play r eenactments, and a cak e
eating contest.
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This y ear ' s $500 d onation pr ov id ed for ad d itional tents, costumes
and the cr ow ns and tiar as pr esented b y Super intend ent B r ian
W histon at the k nig hting cer emony . Stud ents d esig ned and
r esear ched her ald r y to cr eate an authentic coat-of-ar ms. Tw enty -
fiv e shield s w er e selected fr om b oth male and female stud ents and
hung in the lib r ar y for the stud ent b od y to v ote. The top four
shield s in each categ or y w er e selected and the cr eator of each
shield w as k nig hted ( K ing /Q ueen, Pr ince/Pr incess, D uk e/D uchess,
Mar q uis/Mar q uess).
Mr . J oe Shannon also helped set up the festiv al and his stud ents
cr eated a g uillotine and per for med inter activ e lessons and histor ic
r e-enactments. The stud ents and I d eeply v alue the encour ag ement
and suppor t of the F or d son Alumni. The j oy on the faces of the
stud ents ex pr esses b etter than w or d s the lessons that w er e lear ned
ab out R enaissance food , music, d r ama, people, ev ents and cultur e.

Dearborn P ublic Schools  Sup erintendent M r.  W his ton crow ning  the 
s tudent w ho w on the heraldry contes t

T he T hree M us k eteers


