
Alumni Association of
Fordson High School
P.O. Box 1382
D e a r b or n ,  M I  4 8121

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E DR E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

M
eg
a L

ea
gu

e A
, D

ist
ric

t a
nd

 R
eg
ion

 1 
Ch

am
pio

ns



FORDSON A L U M NU S
Volume 21, Number 1, Winter, 2009

Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h  S ch ool
P .O . B ox  1 3 8 2

D e ar b or n,  M I  4 8 1 2 1

The Alumni Association of F or d son H ig h S chool, found ed  
N ov emb er  12, 19 87, is a nonpr ofit or g aniz ation commemor ating  all 
F or d son H ig h S chool alumni, faculty  and  stud ents. The B oar d  of 
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

P AS T  P R E S I D E NT S
G ov er nor s meets on a r eg ular  b asis thr oug hout the school y ear .

B O AR D  O F  G O V E R NO R S
P r esid ent - R ud ah S ag h ir

S ecr etar y  - M aur e e n E w ase k
Tr easur er  - D anie l B itar
E d itor  - B ar b ar a O ’ B r ie n

W eb  M aster  - R ich ar d  Ab d ullah
R alph B ach
J anet D oty

J im G authier
M att Luk asiew icz

Amer  B ey d oun
K ar en D r ug acz
P at (P atr icia) H ack ett
G anelle S hooshanian

The F or d son Alumnus, an official pub lication of the Alumni 
Association of F or d son H ig h S chool, inv ites cor r espond ence and  

sug g estions fr om F or d son Alumni and  fr iend s.

V isit our  w eb site at: www.fordsonalumni.org

N or b er t K ar mann (D eceased ), 19 87 - 19 89
M ar y  J ar v is (D eceased ), 19 89  - 19 9 2

G r eg  P alk a, 19 9 2 - 19 9 6
J oel H ur ley , 19 9 6 - 19 9 9
Oscar  N unez , 19 9 9  - 2003

J anet N unez  D oty , 2003  - 2006

C U R R E NT  P R E S I D E NT
R ud ah S ag hir , 2006 -



Association D ue s:
At the last meeting the B oar d of G ov er nor s d iscussed the timing of
association d ues. S ome y ear s ag o the d ates for memb er ship w er e
chang ed to r eflect a S eptemb er thr oug h Aug ust calend ar y ear .
R ev iew ing that pr ocess, cur r ent b oar d memb er s v oted unanimously
to chang e to a collection that r eflects a J anuar y thr oug h D ecemb er
memb er ship. Y ou w ill r eceiv e a separ ate letter fr om the association
ask ing y ou to mail y our d ues for the coming y ear .

NE W S  F R O M  T H E  B O AR D  O F  
G O V E R NO R S  O F  T H E  AL U M NI  
AS S O C I AT I O N

C ong r atulations to P r e sid e nt R ud ah
S ag h ir and his w ife, R and a on the b ir th of
their d aug hter , N ina. Tw o-month-old N ina
j oins b ig b r other Ad am, 6, and sister Anna,
2. Our b est w ishes to the family .
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C h ang e s to th e A lumnus:
In one of many cost-cutting actions this fall, the B oar d of
E d ucation appr ov ed the closing of the pr int shop at F or d son.
D ar r e l S h e p h e r d , the pr ofessional pr inter , has b een r eassig ned to a
position at H enr y F or d C ommunity C olleg e. Ad r ian M icle a, w ho
taug ht G r aphics classes and w ho d esig ned and set-up issues of the
Alumnus, w as sur plused and r eassig ned to O.L. S mith M id d le
S chool. W e w ill miss w or k ing w ith them and thank them for their
assistance and suppor t ov er the y ear s.

R ich ar d Ab d ullah , w eb master of our or g aniz ation, has
v olunteer ed to tak e on the w or k that Ad r ian d id . In a r ecent
meeting , the tw o men d iscussed the pr ocess that Ad r ian used for
set-up and d esig n. The old ad ag e seems to b e tr ue in this situation;
if y ou need to hav e something d one, ask a b usy per son! This issue
is R ichar d ’s fir st effor t. Thank s, R ich!



G ood E ats
S ome of y ou may hav e patr oniz ed the W heel Inn w hen it w as
located at F or d son. W ith the opening of the M ichael B er r y C enter ,
the pr og r am w as r elocated and took a new name, B on Appetit.
E leanor S hepher d , pr ofessional chef and teacher , continues her r ole
as the d r iv ing for ce in the tr aining of hig h school stud ents for entr y -
lev el positions in the r estaur ant/hospitality ind ustr y . The r estaur ant
is open Tuesd ay s thr oug h F r id ay s, 10:3 0 a.m. - 12:3 0 p.m. S ince
the pr og r am follow s the school calend ar , it is b est to call fir st to
confir m that the r estaur ant is open. The telephone numb er is (3 13 )
827-4807. Y ou may place a r eser v ation; the pr og r am w ill cater
ev ents, also. The food is ex cellent and pr ices ar e v er y r easonab le.

The M ichael B er r y C enter is an ad d ition to the H F C C site at Ann
Ar b or Tr ail and Outer D r iv e. The C enter is a tw o-stor y ad d ition on
the nor thw est sid e of the b uild ing , close to W ar r en Av enue. E nter
thr oug h the main d oor s; the r estaur ant is immed iately to y our r ig ht
past the fir st hallw ay .

AL U M NI NE W S
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AL U M NI NE W S
At a r ecent pr od uction of the musical “ G r ease” b y the P lay er s
G uild of D ear b or n, w e w er e d elig hted to see the name of F or d son
g r ad P aul Ab b ott listed as the music d ir ector for the ser ies. W hen
the cur tain opened , P aul w as at center b ack stag e on k ey b oar d ,
d ir ecting the other musicians and accompany ing the v ocalists.
Another F H S g r ad , E r ic R ow land w as on b ass g uitar . W e had a
g r eat v isit w ith P aul follow ing the show and caug ht up on his life
since g r ad uation. H e has ear ned a master ’s d eg r ee in music and
w or k s as a pr ofessional musician. The piano and tr umpet ar e his
instr uments of choice. B oth P aul and E r ic w er e v er y inv olv ed in
the instr umental pr og r am w hile at F or d son. P hil H espen w as the
instr umental teacher at that time. P hil is a F or d son g r ad and is now
a faculty memb er in the C ounseling D epar tment.

C and y ce E w ing Ab b att, ’76, w as a cand id ate for D istr ict C our t
J ud g e in D ear b or n in the r ecent election.



C or p or al C r aig V asile ff, ’77, had r eceiv ed the C hief’s
Outstand ing S er v ice Officer Aw ar d in 2002. In 19 88 he w as named
M ichig an’s Officer of the Y ear for hav ing sav ed an eig ht y ear -old
fr om d r ow ning . C or por al V asileff r eceiv ed the aw ar d fr om the
P olice Officer ’s Association.

I n M e mor iam: W e e x t e nd our sy mp at h y t o t h e familie s and
frie nds of t h e following alumni:

B e r th a G ar v e y F or me nto, C lass of 19 29
Ar t F or tunato, B er tha’s son, sent us a little histor y of her ear ly life.
B er tha w as b or n on a far m outsid e of M illing ton, M I in 19 13 . H er
mother d ied at the ag e of 27; B er tha w as j ust 6 y ear s old .
Appar ently it w as not consid er ed appr opr iate at that time for a
father to r aise a small g ir l b y himself, so B er tha w ent to liv e w ith
her mother ’s sister until the ag e of 15 . S he then mov ed to D ear b or n
and liv ed w ith her father and stepmother and attend ed F or d son
H ig h S chool. F ollow ing g r ad uation, she w or k ed as a school
secr etar y . In 19 3 1 she mar r ied M ichael F or mento. B er tha’s
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secr etar y . In 19 3 1 she mar r ied M ichael F or mento. B er tha’s
g r ad uation r ing is on d isplay on the alumni w eb site.

D ana H e r r e r a, C lass of 19 72
N ew s of D ana’s d eath fr om cancer comes fr om his w ife, R eb ecca.
S ad ly , mementos of D ana’s school life w er e lost in a fir e and
neither R eb ecca nor his child r en hav e ev er seen pictur es of his
ear ly life other than ones fr om F or d son y ear b ook s that P aula
W asiluk D oan for w ar d ed to them. If any of y ou should happen to
hav e some photos of him that y ou w ould b e w illing to for w ar d to
us, w e w ill see that they ar e sent to R eb ecca.

T h e od or e N. T r ask os, C lass of 19 3 3
One of fiv e Tr ask os b r other s, Ted and his sib ling s star ted a
har d w ar e b usiness in D ear b or n in 19 46 k now n as H ome D epot.
The g oal of the b r other s w as to pr ov id e fr iend ly , k now led g eab le
ser v ice. The b usiness ex pand ed and b ecame k now n as AC O, the
D etr oit ar ea har d w ar e chain. Ted w as the ex ecutiv e committee
chair man.



C L AS S R E U NI O NS
T h e C lass of 1 9 5 8 celeb r ated their 5 0th class r eunion on Aug ust 2,
2008. Thank s to B e tte W r ix on M y s for r epor ting that the r eunion
w as g r eat! B etty had b een E d itor in C hief of the F leur d e Lis and a
staff memb er of the Tow er Tr ib une w hile at F or d son. S he includ ed
cur r ent pictur es of the ’5 8 Tow er Tr ib une S taff that w e ar e featur ing
for y our enj oy ment.

This w as q uite a fall for  school athletes.  The b oy s’  socce r  te am: 
champions of the M eg a W hite D iv ision! The g ir ls’  und e fe ate d  
v olle y b all te am: champions of the M eg a B lue d iv ision!   Alumna 
M ag g ie  P or ad a coaches the team.

The M eg a C onfer ence has four  d iv isions; r ed , w hite, b lue and  g old .  
U nfor tunately , the leag ue is d issolv ing  d ue to the w ithd r aw al of a 
numb er  of teams.  Time and  cost of tr av el hav e b een str ong  
influences for  schools. 
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Nadja (Georgeiff) Budamir, Bette (Wrixon) Mys, Sophie (Marko) Bryant, 
J oan R ob inson, Sam Martino, Sherry (Wonders) Serpa, and L inda K oos

Sherry (Wonders) Serpa, J oan R ob inson, and Sam Martino



Editor-in -c h ie f of th e T ow e r T rib u n e , S am M artin o, 1 2 A , p re s e n ts a
C h ris tm as g if t f rom th e s taf f to j ou rn al is m adv is e r, M is s A n n e W h ite . T h e
s taf f g av e M is s W h ite a p h oto al b u m in w h ic h al l g radu atin g s taf f e rs
p l ac e th e ir p ic tu re s . ( C l as s of 1 9 5 8 Y e arb ook )The All W est Offensiv e and D efensiv e teams w er e selected b y

M ick M cC ab e and the ar ticles w er e w r itten b y R ick S chultz . F ir st

3 1
4 4
2 6
4 2
4 2
2 6
2 4
3 6
2 5
3 1
1 6
2 9
0

F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson
F ordson

D iv ine C hil d
T ruman
Bel l ev il l e
R edford U nion
A l l en P ark
Monroe
D earb orn H igh
Southgate
H ighl and P ark
F rankl in
D etroit C ody
Southeastern
L ake O rion

7
2 6
6
6
6
7
1 4
2 1
1 6
2 0
6
1 8
3 8

Mega R ed A c h am p i o n s h i p

D i s t r i c t p l ay o f f
D i s t r i c t c h am p i o n s h i p
D i v i s i o n 1 r egi o n al c h am p i o n s h i p
S t at e s em i -f i n al

Team r ecor d : 12 – 1

In the N ov emb er 28, 2008 ed ition of the D e t r o i t F r e e P r e ss, S por ts,
C oach F ouad Z ab an w as named pr ep C oach of the Y ear .
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M ick M cC ab e and the ar ticles w er e w r itten b y R ick S chultz . F ir st
T e am O ffe nse includ ed Tr actor B aq uer S ay ed , E nd . F ir st T e am
D e fe nse includ ed Ab d ullah H omay ed , D efensiv e Lineb ack er and
H assan Amen, D efensiv e B ack . The lead ar ticle w as d ev oted to
H assan Amen and C oach Z ab an. H assen H oussaik y , Outsid e
Lineman, and Ali Alab ood y , R unning B ack , w er e named to the
second team offense. All of the ab ov e named play er s w er e selected
to the D e a r b o r n P r e ss a nd G ui d e All-C ity F ootb all Team. Also
named w er e J ad Al-Z ein, H assen B er r y , Ahmad E lk atib , H ussein
K ad ouh and Ab e M r oue. (D e a r b o r n P r e ss a nd G ui d e , S por ts,
12/10/08)

E ar lier  this fall the b oy s’  te nnis te am w on a D iv ision 1 r eg ional 
championship.  “ The Tr actor s finished  tied  for  fir st place w ith 
Liv onia C hur chill … to claim the school’s fir st r eg ional tennis title 
since 19 76 and  ad v ance to …  (the) state meet for  the fir st time 
since 19 9 9 .”  (D e a r b o r n P r e ss a nd  G ui d e ,  “ Tr actor s w in fir st 
r eg ional net title in 3 2 y ear s” b y  S cott S alow ich, 10/19 /08)  K ud os 
to C oach  J oh n F or ste r and  the team!

B e tte W rix on ( F l e u r de L is e ditor-in -c h ie f ) , C am il l a K is h J u dy K oos ,
J u s tin e S z u s z m an , P e n n y S h op e , an d S h e rry W on de rs ( C l as s of 1 9 5 8
Y e arb ook )



v ar sity softb all four y ear s and v ar sity sw imming thr ee. The
M ichig an M eg a C onfer ence named her All Leag ue/All Acad emic
and All Leag ue in b oth softb all and sw imming . H er C alculus
teacher and softb all coach, M r . J e ff C onw ay say s, “ M s. G ar cia is a
v er y motiv ated ind iv id ual, w illing to accept any challeng e. I
consid er her to b e one of the most r eliab le and d epend ab le stud ents
I hav e ev er had the pleasur e of w or k ing w ith. This is r eflected in
her outstand ing acad emic achiev ement d ur ing her car eer at F or d son
H ig h S chool, w hich w ill no d oub t continue as she mov es on to a
univ er sity nex t y ear .

H er capab ilities to ex pr ess her self or ally and in w r iting ar e
r emar k ab le, and she has d emonstr ated those ab ilities in a d iv er se
and cultur ally assor ted classr oom setting . I’m pr oud to say I’v e
k now n her .” W e’r e happy to shar e her accomplishments w ith the
alumni.

T h e C lass of 1 9 8 3 celeb r ated their 25 th class r eunion on N ov emb er
28, 2008.
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C lasse s of 1 9 7 1 -1 9 7 3 : M emb er s of these classes ar e inv ited to a
C ar niv al C r uise r eunion tr ip to the B ahamas set for F eb r uar y 23 –
28, 2009 . C ontact P aula W asiluk D oan at w az oop d @ aol.com for
mor e infor mation.

NE W S F R O M T H E H I G H S C H O O L

S e nior R e ne e G ar cia w as honor ed as a S cholar Athlete b y W X Y Z
C hannel 7, D etr oit. Acad emically R enee is 10th in a class of 5 79
stud ents, ear ning a cumulativ e g r ad e point av er ag e of 4.145 8. S he
has succeed ed in numer ous Ad v anced P lacement cour ses as w ell as
cour ses at H enr y F or d C ommunity C olleg e. S he has par ticipated in

C ong r atulations to th e F H S footb all te am and C oach F ouad
Z ab an for an outstand ing se ason. The Tr actor s w on the M eg a
Leag ue championship w ith a r ecor d of 8-0 to ad v ance to d istr ict
and then r eg ional play w her e they d efeated opponents and
ad v anced to the state semifinals. The follow ing is the histor y of
their fine play :

B ack R ow : S tev e W alsh, V ic V eltr i, R ob er t R ahal, E ug ene K olo,
D eb (R y an) W alsh, R enee (M ar g ittay ) M ilam, P aul M iller , Ang ie
(C osg r iff) W ind er . S eated : P am W alsh, M aur een (D aly ) M y er s


